
December 7, 2017 Senior Parent Coffee  

 

Talking Points 

● Sent email to senior students and parents yesterday about upcoming release of college 

admission decisions. This can be the most exciting or emotionally trying time for many 

students.  

● Discussed “Dear Matt” letter, let children know you are proud of them and of how 

much they have accomplished. Try to keep positive energy in mind.  

○ Parents have their own reaction to admissions decisions. Demonstrate support, 

love and continued pride in all your children have done.  

○ Be careful with what emotions you express to your child. Sometimes teenagers 

have difficulty deciphering between their parents being disappointed FOR them 

and disappointed IN them.  

○ Remind your child that a rejection from a college in no way defines them!  

○ Remind your child that all of their hard work and effort in high school was 

entirely worth it, regardless of an admissions decision.  

● Early calls to colleges- confidential calls between colleges and the counselors. It is a 

time for data gathering and updates on EA/ED application pool. 

○ These calls help inform the Counseling Department and guide our work with 

students moving forward.  

● Possible outcomes: 

○ Admit- YAY!  

■ If a student was admitted ED, they must withdraw their other college 

applications. Students can call or email the admissions office to notify 

they are withdrawing their application because they were admitted to 

their ED school.  

■ Early action- is not binding. The student has until May 1st to decide what 

college they are attending. 

○ Defer 

■ The college has not made a decision on the student. The student will be 

re-evaluated in the regular decision pool. Mid-year grades and updated 

information can help in this process.  

■ Some colleges do not reject students in the early pool, they only defer 

(i.e.- Georgetown).  

○ Reject 

■ If a student is rejected, they cannot apply again in regular decision. 

Sometimes this is a blessing because it allows a student to mentally 

“move forward” and begin to seriously consider other colleges.  

○ Waitlist? 



■ Not to be confused with defer- this occurs in regular decision when 

colleges cannot offer a student a spot just yet, but if space becomes 

available the student may be offered a spot at a later time.  

● Alumni student Panel on December 21st.  

○ The Counseling Department invited class of ‘17 students back to discuss their 

college application and transition process with juniors and seniors. 

● Celebrate ALL acceptances and scholarships, especially safety schools. Celebrate the 

little things, it can make the tough blows a little bit easier.  

● Regular decision applications 

○ Sending test scores and applications. Hopefully the students are working on their 

regular decision applications and supplements. Students are usually OK waiting 

until they receive decision in mid-December before sending test scores to 

regular decision schools.  

○ Encourage students to be thoughtful about their regular decision schools.  

■ Many highly selective schools report their decisions on a similar timeline. 

Applying to all reach schools can lead to a lot of rejection in a very narrow 

window of time. This can be VERY hard on a teenager.  

○ It can be hard to produce a quality application in late Dec. when a student is 

dealing with the pain of rejection from an early school, so working on regular 

decision applications in advance is most beneficial.  

● Early Decision II  
○ Some colleges offer EDII, the students have  the opportunity to apply to a 

“second favorite” school. Decision usually comes out in mid-February. 

○  Some examples of schools that have EDII- Tufts, Bucknell, NYU, Colgate, Emory, 

NYU, UChicago, Northeastern, Bates, Bowdoin, Colby, American, GW, Lehigh, 

Lafayette, Richmond, Vanderbilt, Wake Forest. 

● Mid-year grades-most recent piece of data that colleges have about students.  

○ The mid-year report shows marking period 1 and 2 grades. 

○ The Counseling Department automatically sends them to every college to which 

a student applies around the end of the first week/beginning of the second week 

in Feb. 

● Small community has it perks and challenges. Hopefully these informed parent coffee 

conversations can help with the parent and student response to the college process. 

Help shape the community response.  

● 70% of MLHS senior students applied early action or early decision.  

○ This can lead to a lot of chatter. Let’s all try to create a positive culture that 

values privacy and sensitivity in the admissions process.  


